
Lesson Plan – Cornbread Fundraiser 

  
  

Content Goal: Students will develop mathematical generalizations connecting previous understandings of whole number 

multiplication to multiplication with fractions. 

 

Content Standards:  

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NF.B.4 

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication to multiply a fraction or whole number by a fraction. 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NF.B.6 

Solve real world problems involving multiplication of fractions and mixed numbers, e.g., by using visual fraction models or equations 

to represent the problem. 

 

Mathematical Practice Focus: 

CCSS.Math.Practice.MP5  Use appropriate tools strategically. 

CCSS.Math.Practice.MP7 Look for and make use of structure. 

CCSS.Math.Practice.MP8 Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 

 

Materials: 

Cornbread Fundraiser Student Sheet 

 A variety of tools will be provided including Post-Its, fraction tiles and blank paper 

Cornbread Fundraiser Exit Task  

  

Learning Target and Success Criteria: 

Learning Target: 

We can connect the idea of “a fraction by a fraction” with multiplication. 

 

Success Criteria: 

Success means I can… 

1. Think about the meaning of the problem 
2. Find an entry point into the problem 

http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/5/NF/B/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/5/NF/B/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice/MP7/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice/MP8/


3. Choose a way to represent the problem (objects or pictures) 
4. Solve the problem 
5. Explain my thinking 

 

Previous Lesson:  

Prior to this the lesson, students have worked with equivalence to compare, add and subtract fractions. In fourth grade, students look 

at multiplication of a whole number a by a fraction b as the total amount when you have a copies of b. Before this lesson, students 

should have used models to illustrate taking a fraction of a whole number and connecting this to multiplication. This lesson helps 

students to understand and interpret multiplication when both factors are a fraction. After this lesson, students will work to develop 

the algorithm for fraction multiplication and begin their work on fraction division by dividing a unit fraction by a whole number and 

whole number by a unit fraction. To enter into the problem, students need to know how to partition a square into pieces with equal 

area. This lesson purposefully builds on students’ prior knowledge of whole number multiplication. 

  

Lesson Outline: 

Activity/Time Activity (with anticipated responses) Teacher Action/Notes 

Number Talk 

10 min 

 

The lesson will begin with a Number Talk. Students will mentally 

solve the following string of problems: 

½ of 16 

¼ of 16 

1/8 of 16 

3/8 of 16  

 

Students will share their strategies for 

solving each of these problems as the 

teacher records their reasoning. The 

purpose of the Number Talk is to have 

students start thinking about what it 

means to find a fraction of another 

number.  

 

  

Small Group 

Task 

30 min 

  

 

Part A 

Now students will move to the Cornbread Fundraiser instructional 

task.  

 

Start by introducing the task explaining something like the 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 min 

 

 

 

following: 

 

“Today we are going to be doing some math around selling 

cornbread to fundraise.  What are some things that you are 

wondering about? What questions do you have?” 

 

Students might raise questions such as: 

-Why are we raising money? 

-How much cornbread is there? 

-What are we going to do with the cornbread? 

-What is cornbread? 

 

The teacher will pose the following situation and question for table 

groups to solve. 

 

a. The first customer, Mrs. Farmer, buys cornbread from a pan 

that is 
4

1
 full. She buys 

3

1
 of the remaining cornbread in 

the pan. 

i. What fraction of the whole pan of cornbread does she 

buy? Use objects and/or a diagram to show how much 

of the pan of cornbread she buys. 

ii. What does she pay for the cornbread she bought? Use 

objects and/or a diagram to show how much she pays.  

 

 

 

 

 

In the spirit of a performance task, to 

engage students in the context of the 

task, start with a small discussion of 

cornbread and fundraisers. 

 

 

 

 

Then students will have Private Think 

Time (4-5 minutes) to start making sense 

of the problem. They will individually start 

selecting a strategy during Private Think 

Time. After Private Think Time, students 

will share their thinking about how to start 

the problem during a Go Around. 

Students will share what strategy they 

think they will use. If they are not able to 

access the problem, they will describe 

what they do know about the problem or 

what questions they have about the 

problem. The groups will have the option 

of using concrete objects and items for 

representing the situation (square Post-Its 

that can be folded, fraction tiles and blank 

paper). The group will choose how to 

represent this situation and find the 

fraction of the pan purchased by each 

customer. As the students are working, 

the teacher will monitor student strategies 

and ask questions to help move students 

forward in their thinking. The teacher will 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student presentations of strategies 

Selected students will present their work to the class and explain 

how their group solved the problem. 

 

 

 

intentionally choose 2-3 students samples 

of work to be shared under the document 

camera. These selected student samples 

will have the correct solution and show 

pictorial representations that would work 

for the problem.  

 

 

 

Teacher and student questions should be 

asked in order to pull out the mathematics 

of the strategies used so the “audience” 

can understand and perhaps use the 

strategies for Part B. 

 

 

 

Partner task 

15 min 

Part B 

Then students will find partners to work on Part B of the Cornbread 

Fundraiser task.  

 

b. The next customer is the school principal. Je buys 

cornbread from a different pan that is 
2

1
full. He buys 

6

5
of 

the remaining cornbread in the pan. 

i. What fraction of the whole pan of cornbread does he 

buy? Use a diagram to show how much of the pan of 

cornbread he buys. 

As the pairs work on Part B, the teacher 

will circulate throughout the room looking 

for student work that shows the 

mathematics that can initiate class 

discussion on the area model, the fact 

that this is multiplication, and to start 

thinking about its connection to 

multiplication of whole numbers. The 

selected student work will be presented to 

the class in a sequence pre-chosen by 

the teacher that is designed to 

conceptually build students’ 

understanding of multiplying a fraction by 



 

 

ii. What does he pay for the cornbread he bought? Use a 

diagram to show how much he pays for his part of the 

pan. 

 

a fraction. This sequence could begin with 

a representation of the situation, followed 

by an equation, with the teacher making 

explicit connections between the two.  

These strategies will be recorded on the 5 

Practices Template. The teacher will also 

ask students’ questions designed to 

continue to emphasize the link between 

this problem and whole number 

multiplication. For example, “If we had 

three pans that were ½ full, we would 

have 3 x ½ pans of cornbread. Here we 

want 5/6 of a pan that is ½ full. This is one 

way to think about the meaning of 5/6 x 

½.” At the end of the students’ 

presentation of their work, the class will 

come to a consensus on the correct 

solution for the problem. 

 

Note: If a student makes a clear 

connection between this problem and the 

operation of multiplication, be sure to 

have that student present his/her work to 

the class last. 

 

Extension Part C (Optional) 

 

c. What would be the price of the cornbread the principal 

bought if the price of the entire pan changed to: 

Part C can be given to students that are 

ready to move forward, but Part C is not 

completely connected to the learning 

target so it’s an extension for students 

who are able to move forward. 



i. $24.00 

ii. $18.00 

iii. $6.00 

Use a diagram to explain each answer. 

 

 

 

Wrap-up: 

5 min 

Cornbread Fundraiser Exit Task Collect exit tasks as formative 

assessment data. Use this data to plan 

next steps according to your students’ 

needs. 

  

 

Next Steps: Students should start to make the connection that this is multiplication of a fraction by a fraction. However, the exit tasks 

will guide the teacher’s next steps. Other multiplication of fractions tasks may follow in order to continue to elicit this understanding 

from students. Classroom discussion of students’ work is the best way to ask questions that guide students to this understanding. 


